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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
1. A tubular casing for use with food prodiflcts including: 



circumferential threajfe^ong t he len^tj;iJ of said tubular casing that become 
taut at a preset diametea^ that said tubular cjis^ng has a predetermine'd diameter 
when filled with food products. 



2. A tubulay casing according to clair 
comprise elastic threads having a predete 



wherein said circumferential threads 
ineq elastic limit so that below said 



elastic limit, said threads are elastically yextensi^le and that at said elastic limit said 
threads become inextensible. 



3. 



A tubular casing according^ clai^^i 1 



erein said circumferential threads 
comprise inext^ible threads th/t aj^^^fta^ied to s^ tubular member so that said 
threads become taut at a prede^n)ihed diameter. 



4. A tubular casing a£90Tding to claim 3 Wherein said txibular member comprises 
a knitted tube with Wid inextensible threes attached to said knitted tube. 



5. A tubular casinW according to claim 4 wherein said kWitted tube further 
comprises a circumf e/fflitial elastic thread exjtending along ^e length of said knitted 
tube. / \ ^ 



6. A tubular casing According to clainv/ wherein s^id tubular casing is a net-like 
tube comprising spaced zircumf erential and longitjxdinal threads. 

7. A tubular casing c ccording to clairn^/wherein said circumferential thread 
comprises arre|astic thrdad havinga,.pi^e<ermined elastic limit so that below said 
elastic limit, said tK^e^k'^fe'elasti extensible and that at said elastic limit said 
threads become inextensible. 
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8. A tubular casing according to claim 7 wl 
single continuous thread that forms a spk 




said elastic thread comprises a 
e length of said tubular casing. 



9. A tubular casjng according^p-^ither claim 7^ 8 further'comprising a tubular 
fibrous casing^^ted witl^k^nd co-extensive with said^et-like tube, said fibrous 
casmg cojarfprismg an inner liner for said net-like mbe. 
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10. A tubular casing according t0^ :laim 9 Vv^herein said circumferential elastic 
threads become taut at a diameter which i^^bstantially equal to the diameter of said 
fibrous casing when it is filled. 

11. A tubular casing accor^i^ to'cl^im 10 wKerein the diameter of said fibrous, 
casing is greater than the diam^tfo- of said nel^iW^ tube so that said circumferential 
elastic threads apply compre ssive force to saicLfibrous casing as it is being filled. 



12. A tubular casing accfor\|ihg to cl^im 11. wherein the diameter of said fibrous 
casing is between 2 and 4 tinfe^-gfeater thayi the diameter of said net-like tube. 

13. A tubular crfsing accor^^ to either claim 11 Qi<f2 wherein the dj^e^r of 
said net-like tiAe where said elastic threads bec;^e taut is smaller tl;<an the 
maximuiiydiameterpf said fibrous casing sp4hat said circumfer^tial and 
longitiidinal thrp^s press inwardly ag^st said fibrous casi 



14^ A tdbular casing accordmf^ to any one of claims 9 13 wherein said fibroxis 
casing/fe folded flat with at l^t one pleat so that its wi4m is reduced to fit within l^id 
neMike tube. 



15. A tubular casing according to .tlaihi^ wherein said tubular casing comprises a 
knitted tube that is stretchable and sbh^ntialW impermeable to said food products 
and circumferential and longituciinal ti?ireads/secured to and spaced, respectively, 
along and around said knitted tubfe^skidJ<^ tube still being stretchable when 
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said circumferential threads become taut so }4ia>said circumferential and 
longitudinal threads press into the surfafce^ saidjfood product so that a quilted-like 
surface pattern is applied to the surfiace/6f sai^^od product. 
16. A tubular casing according toj^aiifflS wherein said circumferential and 
longitudinal threads are securecUfo ^aid fir^t^'tubular portion as it is being knitted. 



lerein said 



A tubular casing according to^elaim IS^or claim 16^ 

r^d is secured^ said knitted tubeTsuch that it forms 



17. 

circumferential tfareaa is securecKto saia Kmttea tube'such that it forrr^ conti^(uous 
spiral along^e length of said knitted tube, sajd^ongitudinal threads comprises 
interlocj^ing loop stitch^each said loop ^ch extending betv^n said 
circjiinferential thref 



18. A tubulM- casing according to any one of claimsaS to 17 wherein sAd 
circurnferen^lal and longitudiiiaFthreads are secure^ to^e outside surf ac/e of said 
knitted tube. 



19. / A tubular casing according to any one^of claims 15 to 18 whereiA the 
cirolmferential threadytomprises an elasti/thread havin^^ predeteriiUned elastic 
liijWt, said circumfereiitial threads are elastically extensible and that ^t said elastic 
limit said threads become inextensiW^e. 



20. An elastic thread for a tubul 
a predetermined elastic limit above w] 
inextensible, comprising: 

a rubber thread or a plurality! 

a yarn wrapped along the l^ng 
of wraps of yarn along said rubbe: 
thread becomes taut after a oredete 



<4 



at is used with food products that has 
aid elastic'thread becomes taut and 






and 

r thread or threads, the number 
ads limited so that said elastic 
ed amount of stretch. 



